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Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
September 9, 2020 

 

 
Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
MINUTES September 9, 2020 9:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER,  
PRAYER, & PLEDGE 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Bryan Kolk, at 9:30 a.m., with 
Prayer by Newaygo County Clerk, Jason VanderStelt, and Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag led by Commissioner James Maike. 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, Brenda Bird, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk 

 
AGENDA - MOTION NUMBER 20-307 

 Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the agenda for September 9, 2020 
as amended to remove the Purchase of Property #62-15-05-180-004 motion. Ayes – Burt Cooper, 
Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. 
Motion carried.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  Steve Gray, Maintenance Supervisor 

• Introduced Darrick VanBoven who was just hired as his replacement due to his retirement at 
the end of the month. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA MOTION NO. 20-308 
Motion by James Maike, second by Charles Trapp, to approve the Consent Agenda dated 
September 9, 2020 including: the regular meeting minutes dated August 26, 2020; the Semi-Monthly 
Detail Analysis and Expenses dated September 2, 2020. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda 
Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 

PRESENTATION  Retirement Resolution, Diane Witkowski, Deputy Clerk/Certified  
Electronic Operator 

MOTION NUMBER 20-309 
Motion by Burt Cooper, second by Charles Trapp, to approve Resolution #09-015-2020 recognizing 
Diane Witkowski’s years of service to Newaygo County. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda 
Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT Finance Committee 
CHAIR Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
 Reported the following actions (see below): 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-290-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Brenda Bird, to approve the Bylaws of the Newaygo County 
Veterans Affairs Committee dated September 9, 2020. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda 
Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-295 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to authorize the following individuals to attend and 
vote during the MERS Annual Conference: County Administrator, Christopher Wren as the employer 
delegate and Human Resources Director, Jodie McGarry as the employer alternate. Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays 
– none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-297 
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Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to accept funding in the amount of $362,962.00 
from the Coronavirus Relief Local Government Grants (CRLGG) Program, and authorize the Board 
of Commissioners Chair to sign any and all necessary documents required to apply for and accept 
the funds. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James 
Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-298 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to approve Resolution #09-014-20, accepting the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Agreement for Michigan’s Dragon at 
Hardy Dam project, to allocate $180,100.00 of County Funds as a local match, and authorize the 
County Administrator to sign any and all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, 
Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-299 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Brenda Bird, to approve the FY 2020 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) Grant Agreement in the amount of $35,029.00 and authorize the Board 
Chair, Finance Director, and Emergency Services Director to sign any and all necessary 
documentation. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-300 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Mike Kruithoff, to accept Fremont Area Community Foundation 
Grants #34795 & #34796 for a total award of $45,000.00 for the Commission on Aging’s Bus Access 
Transportation Program for FY 2021, and authorize the Board of Commissioners Chair and the 
Commission on Aging Director to sign any and all of the necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, 
Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. 
Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-301 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to approve the submission of the FY 2021 MI 
Choice Waiver information to Reliance Community Care Partners, and authorize the Commission 
on Aging Director to sign any necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, 
Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-302 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the submission of the FY 2021 funding 
proposal to Reliance Community Care Partners for $40,000.00 for Adult Day Health, Respite Care 
provided inside the home, and Transportation to be provided through the Commission on Aging, 
and authorize the Commission on Aging Director to sign and submit any necessary documents.  
Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan 
Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner James Maike 

• Attended the Ryerson Lake Annual meeting that had been delayed due to COVID-19. 
• Two bridges on the Dragon Trail have been installed. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT Christopher Wren, County Administrator 

 The following updates were reported by the Administrator: 
• The FY2021 Budget is complete and will be presented to the Finance Committee next week. 
• Currently wrapping up Union negotiations. 
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• Putting together a website review committee to discuss options from bids received. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  None 
 
  MISC MOTION NUMBER  20-310 
Motion by James Maike, second by Mike Kruithoff, to ratify the submission of the FY 2021 County 
Veterans Service Fund Grant Application to Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency (MVAA) in the 
amount of $55,135, and authorize the Chairman of the Board and Veterans Service Officer Cain to 
sign any and all of the necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles 
Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner James Maike 

• Reminder that this weekend is Hot Boat Weekend. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Mike Kruithoff 
• Pleased with the savings from refinancing the jail. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Burt Cooper 

• Public Safety & Judicial Committee meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Charles Trapp 
• Please keep the Mike Hamm family in your prayers. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Bryan Kolk 

• Recently attended the EO/DH meeting. Learned much regarding the different ways the County 
departments have had to adjust to serve the residents of the County during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. Pleased with how well the adjustments have been handled. 

 

MOTION – ADJOURNMENT 20-311 
Motion by James Maike, second by Burt Cooper, to adjourn the meeting at 10:06 a.m.  Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Motion carried.   

 
COUNTY CLERK CERTIFICATION  Jason VanderStelt, County Clerk 
CHAIRPERSON CERTIFICATION Bryan Kolk, Board Chair 
DATE CERTIFIED   September 23, 2020 
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