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August 26, 2020 

 

 
Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
MINUTES August 26, 2020 9:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER,  
PRAYER, & PLEDGE 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Bryan Kolk, at 9:30 a.m., with 
Prayer by Newaygo County Clerk, Jason VanderStelt, and Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag led by Commissioner Bryan Kolk. 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Mike Kruithoff, Brenda Bird, James Maike, 
Bryan Kolk 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT Charles Trapp (Excused) 
 

AGENDA - MOTION NUMBER 20-281 
 Motion by Burt Cooper, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the agenda for August 26, 2020. Ayes 
– Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. 
Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  None 

 
CONSENT AGENDA MOTION NO. 20-282 
Motion by James Maike, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the Consent Agenda dated August 
26, 2020 including: the regular meeting minutes dated August 12, 2020; the Semi-Monthly Detail 
Analysis and Expenses dated August 19, 2020; the July 2020 Check Register; the July 2020 Budget 
Report. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. 
Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
PRESENTATION  Todd Blake, City of Fremont Manager (Renaissance Zone) 
MOTION NUMBER 20-283 
Motion by Burt Cooper, second by James Maike, to adopt Resolution #08-013-2020 supporting 
Newaygo County’s Application for Establishment of a Michigan Strategic Fund Renaissance Zone 
in the City of Fremont, Newaygo County, Michigan. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, 
Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
APPOINTMENT MOTION NO 20-284 
Motion by Burt Cooper, second by Mike Kruithoff, to place the name of Laura Rodriguez in 
nomination and cast a unanimous ballot for appointment to the County Library Board; one (1) 5-year 
term expiring September 30, 2025. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT Finance Committee 
CHAIR Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
 Reported the following actions (see below): 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-266-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the application for the Fiscal Year 2021 
Secondary Road Patrol and Traffic Accident Prevention Program, and authorize the Board 
Chairman, Sheriff and Grants Manager to sign any and all of the necessary documents.  Ayes – 
Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. 
Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-267-1 
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Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Brenda Bird, to approve DR 4494 MI – COVID-19 Recovery 
Newaygo, County of (123-99123-00) application for FEMA Public Assistance; and authorize the 
Emergency Services Director to submit the application electronically. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken 
DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles 
Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-274 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to amend Motion #20-254 adopted at the August 
12, 2020 Board of Commissioners Meeting by replacing the manning table numbers in that motion 
with the following: #6730063, #6730064, #6730065. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, 
Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-275 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve to resolve budget shortages for the 
2020 fiscal year in compliance with Public Act 621; It is the intent of the Board of Commissioners to 
resolve any shortages in fund balances discovered as a result of the year-end closing; and authorize 
the County Administrator and the Finance Chair to approve budget amendments and appropriations 
as necessary, with the 2020 budgeted amount available to complete general ledger transactions for 
the year ending September 30, 2020. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-276 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Brenda Bird, to accept the Fremont Area Community Foundation 
Grant #34834 in the amount of $75,000.00 for recycling services, and authorize the Board Chair 
and County Administrator to sign any and all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken 
DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles 
Trapp. Motion carried.     

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-277 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to accept the Fremont Area Community Foundation 
grant for a total award of $88,465.00 to fund fifty percent of the Land Use Educator Position for FY 
2021-2022, and authorize the Board of Commissioners Chair and County Administrator to sign any 
and all of the necessary documents.  Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-278 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve replacing the dishwasher in the County 
Jail at a cost of $42,580.32 from Great Lakes Foodservice Equipment Specialist, money to come 
from 213-351-977 (County Jail Fund – County Jail – Equipment), and authorize the Sheriff to sign 
any and all necessary documents.  Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-279 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to authorize Margo Lawyer to be paid at Grade 4, 
Step 4, beginning August 19, 2020. Fringe benefits shall continue as detailed in the Newaygo 
County Personnel Manual for newly hired Unclassified employees. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, 
Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles Trapp. Motion 
carried.     

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner James Maike 
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• Attending the District Health Department #10 meeting Friday. 
 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Brenda Bird 

• Recently attended the District 5 MSU extension virtual meeting. Was able to speak with the 
food safety individual in regards to opportunities available to the County for food safety. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT Christopher Wren, County Administrator 

 The following updates were reported by the Administrator: 
• The General Fund Budget is at a 700k deficit that will be balanced in the next few weeks. 
• The State reimbursements are being followed closely. 
• Economic development opportunity coming forward shortly from a partnership between the 

Brownfield Authority and the Michigan Land Bank. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  Julia Burrell, The Right Place 
• Would like to thank the Board for passing the resolution regarding the renaissance zone in 

Fremont. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  Holly Moon, County Treasurer 
• Foreclosed properties are down this year. There are 61 total foreclosures with 41 being in 

Merrill Township. This year’s foreclosed property auction will be online and work is being 
done to make the auction available to all interested. 

 
  MISC MOTION NUMBER  20-285 
Motion by James Maike, second by Brenda Bird, to accept the Fremont Area Community Foundation 
grant contracts #34797 & #34798 for the Commission on Aging’s Homemaker Program in the 
amount of $22,500.00 for FY 2021, and authorize the Board of Commissioners Chair and 
Commission on Aging Director to sign any and all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken 
DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Charles 
Trapp. Motion carried.     

 
  MISC MOTION NUMBER  20-286 
Motion by Brenda Bird, second by James Maike, to accept the MDOT Revised Project Authorization 
2017-0105/P4/R2 in the amount of $37,942.00 for FY 2021 Specialized Services Operating 
Assistance for the Commission on Aging’s Bus Transportation Program, and authorize the 
Commission on Aging Director to submit any necessary documents electronically. Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent 
– Charles Trapp. Motion carried.     

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Burt Cooper 

• Would like to speak with the Road Commission regarding a few of the recent accidents and how 
they can be prevented in the future. 

• Would also like the Sheriff’s Department to focus some resources on motorcycle safety. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Mike Kruithoff 
• Construction work in the County is going strong.  

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner James Maike 

• Invited to DNR ground breaking ceremony at the Holly Oaks ORV Club. 
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MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
• Newaygo County schools begin on Monday. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Bryan Kolk 

• Minus the 41 foreclosed properties in Merrill Township, only 20 foreclosed properties over the 
rest of the county is good. 

 

MOTION – ADJOURNMENT 20-287 
Motion by Brenda Bird, second by James Maike, to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 a.m.  Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – 
Charles Trapp. Motion carried.   

 
COUNTY CLERK CERTIFICATION  Jason VanderStelt, County Clerk 
CHAIRPERSON CERTIFICATION Bryan Kolk, Board Chair 
DATE CERTIFIED   September 9, 2020 
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