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Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
December 9, 2020 

 

 
Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
MINUTES December 9, 2020 9:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER,  
PRAYER, & PLEDGE 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Bryan Kolk, at 9:30 a.m., with 
Prayer by Newaygo County Clerk, Jason VanderStelt. 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff,  Brenda Bird, James Maike, 
Bryan Kolk 

 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT Burt Cooper (excused) 
 

AGENDA - MOTION NUMBER 20-446 
 Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the agenda for December 9, 2020. 
Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  None 

 
CONSENT AGENDA MOTION NO. 20-447 
Motion by Brenda Bird, second by James Maike, to approve the Consent Agenda dated December 
9, 2020 including: the regular meeting minutes dated November 25, 2020; the Semi-Monthly Detail 
Analysis and Expenses dated December 2, 2020. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, 
Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT Finance Committee 
CHAIR Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
 Reported the following actions (see below): 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-431-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to accept MDOT Revised Project Authorization 
2017-0105 P4/R3 in the amount of $75,884.00 for FY 2020 & FY 2021 Specialized Services 
Operating Assistance for the Commission on Aging’s Bus Transportation Program, and authorize 
the Chairman of the Board and Commission on Aging Director to sign any and all of the necessary 
documents. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan 
Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-432-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Brenda Bird, to accept the MDOT Transit Agency Procurement 
Policy and authorize the Board of Commissioners Chairman to sign any and all necessary 
documents. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan 
Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-433-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to approve the MERS Adoption Agreement 
Addendums for defined benefit plans: Unclassified, Deputies, Department Heads & Elected 
Officials, Teamsters, Dispatch, Road Commission (commissioners only), Correction Officers, 
Command Officers and Correction Command Officers. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles 
Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  12-434-1 
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Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the MERS Adoption Agreement 
Addendums for defined contribution plans: 106905, 106416, 109987 and 106925. Ayes – Ken 
DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent 
– Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-439 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to adopt the 2020 Amended Apportionment Report 
as prepared and submitted by the Newaygo County Equalization Department. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, 
Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Burt 
Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-440 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Brenda Bird, to approve the Cash Transfer in the amount of 
$14,217.69 for the County’s share of the 2020 County Drain Tax At Large with the remainder to 
come from the Newaygo County Road Commission. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles 
Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner James Maike 

• Started prepping the snowmobile trails for possible snow this weekend. 
 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Mike Kruithoff 

• In Newaygo County of the over 48,000 residents 1,721 has tested positive for COVID which 
is under 4%. 

• COVID is having a terrible effect on small businesses, with many having to shutdown and/or 
being fined. 

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Bryan Kolk 

• Pay attention to the MAC podcasts that have been made available. It is interesting what is 
not moving forward at the Legislature currently. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT Christopher Wren, County Administrator 

 The following updates were reported by the Administrator: 
• The Governor extended the “pause” for 12 more days. 
• Currently looking into the possibility of another State of Emergency to ensure the ability to 

continue virtual meetings. 
• December 18th is the Employee Holiday Lunch. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  None 

 
  MISC MOTION NUMBER  20-448 
Motion by James Maike, second by Mike Kruithoff, to accept the FY 2020-21 Off-Road Vehicle 
(ORV) Law Enforcement Program Grant Award from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
in the amount of $25,500.00, and authorize the Sheriff to sign any and all necessary documents. 
Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
  MISC MOTION NUMBER  20-449 
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Motion by Brenda Bird, second by Charles Trapp, to accept Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Funding offered by the Michigan 
Strategic Fund in the amount of $193,125.00, and authorize the Board of Commissioners Chair and 
Grants Manager to sign any and all necessary documents. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles 
Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner James Maike 

• As Commissioner Kruithoff stated there are many businesses drastically affected by the 
shutdowns. The District Health Department is doing their best to follow the rules that come from 
the State. Landlords are also affected greatly during this time. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Brenda Bird 

• Noticed that there are complaint forms on social media that can be used to turn in businesses 
that are not complying with mandates.  

• Please pray for those who are sick and suffering during this time. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Bryan Kolk 
• Public Safety and Judicial meeting at 10:30 a.m. will be virtual. 

 
MOTION NUMBER 20-450 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Brenda Bird, to approve the closed session minutes of November 
25, 2020.  Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. 
Nays – none. Absent – Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 

MOTION – ADJOURNMENT 20-451 
Motion by James Maike, second by Mike Kruithoff, to adjourn the meeting at 10:08 a.m.  Ayes – Ken 
DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent 
– Burt Cooper. Motion carried.   

 
COUNTY CLERK CERTIFICATION  Jason VanderStelt, County Clerk 
CHAIRPERSON CERTIFICATION Bryan Kolk, Board Chair 
DATE CERTIFIED   December 23, 2020 
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