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Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
December 23, 2020 

 

 
Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
MINUTES December 23, 2020 9:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER,  
PRAYER, & PLEDGE 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Bryan Kolk, at 9:31 a.m., with 
Prayer by Newaygo County Clerk, Jason VanderStelt. 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, Burt Cooper, James Maike, 
Bryan Kolk 

 COMMISSIONERS ABSENT Brenda Bird (excused) 
 

AGENDA - MOTION NUMBER 20-466 
 Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the agenda for December 23, 2020. 
Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  None 

 
CONSENT AGENDA MOTION NO. 20-467 
Motion by James Maike, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the Consent Agenda dated December 
23, 2020 including: the regular meeting minutes dated December 9, 2020; the Semi-Monthly Detail 
Analysis and Expenses dated December 16, 2020; the November 2020 Check Register; the 
November 2020 Budget Report. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
RETIREMENT PRESENTATION  Holly Moon, Newaygo County Treasurer 
MOTION NO.  20-468 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by James Maike, to approve Resolution #12-024-2020 recognizing 
Holly Moon’s years of service to Newaygo County.  Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, 
Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   
Board Chairman Bryan Kolk presented retiring County Treasurer Holly Moon with the Retirement 
Resolution. Senator John Bumstead presented Holly with a plaque from the State of Michigan 
recognizing her accomplishments. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING CDBG CARES 
FUNDING  Public Hearing 9:46 am. Closed at 9:50 

  MOTION NUMBER 20-469 
Motion by Mike Kruithoff, second by Charles Trapp, to approve Resolution #12-025-2020, CDBG 
CARES (Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) 
Funding Authorizing Resolution. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, 
Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
 APPOINTMENTS 20-470 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to place the name of Cynthia LaBelle in 
nomination and cast a unanimous ballot for appointment to the Area Agency on Aging for one (1) 
one-year term, expiring January 1, 2022. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike 
Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
APPOINTMENTS 20-471 
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Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Ken DeLaat, to place the name of Mark Pitzer in nomination 
and cast a unanimous ballot for appointment to the Board of Public Works for one (1) three-year 
term, expiring December 31, 2023. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
APPOINTMENTS 20-472 
Motion by James Maike, second by Charles Trapp, to place the names of Jason Finch and Mark 
Guzniczak in nomination and cast a unanimous ballot for appointments to the Brownfield Authority 
Board for two (2) three-year terms, expiring December 31, 2023. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, 
Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion 
carried.   

 
APPOINTMENTS  20-473 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Mike Kruithoff, to place the name of Cynthia LaBelle in 
nomination and cast a unanimous ballot for appointment to District 5 Extension Council; one (1) 
three-year term expiring December 31, 2023. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike 
Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
APPOINTMENTS  20-474 
Motion by James Maike, second by Burt Cooper, to place the names of Charles Chandler and Mark 
Guzniczak in nomination and cast a unanimous ballot for appointments to the Parks Commission 
for two (2) three-year terms, expiring December 31, 2023. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles 
Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
APPOINTMENTS  20-475 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Mike Kruithoff, to place the name of Louis Meeuwenberg in 
nomination and cast a unanimous ballot for appointment to the Road Commission for one (1) six-
year term, expiring December 31, 2026. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike 
Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
APPOINTMENTS  20-476 
Motion by Mike Kruithoff, second by James Maike, to place the name of Ryan Coffey Hoag in 
nomination and cast a unanimous ballot for appointment to the Pere Marquette & White River Zoning 
Boards for one (1) four-year term, expiring December 31, 2024. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, 
Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion 
carried.   

 
APPOINTMENTS  20-477 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the appointment of Todd Wolff, Dale 
Platz, Brad Biegalle, Rob Scholtens, and Tom Williams to the Construction Board of Appeals for 
terms expiring December 31, 2022. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT Finance Committee 
CHAIR Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
 Reported the following actions (see below): 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-444-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to approve the submission of the Survey and 
Remonumentation Grant Application and Agreement for grant year 2021, and authorize the County 
Administrator to sign any and all of the necessary documents. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, 
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Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion 
carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-454-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the 2021 Public Defender Agreements 
for the 27th Judicial Circuit Court, Family/Juvenile Division with Attorney’s Lindsey Barkow, Ryan 
Good, David Jaunese, Mark Schropp, Valerie Smulders, and authorize Chief Judge Robert D. 
Springstead and Judge Melissa K. Dykman to sign any and all necessary documents Ayes – Ken 
DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent 
– Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-455-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the 2021 Circuit Court Reporter 
Independent Contractor Agreement between the Newaygo County Circuit Court and Barbara Lynn 
Wiles, and authorize Chief Judge Robert D. Springstead to sign any and all necessary documents. 
Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-462 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to approve Resolution #12-023-2020 establishing 
compensation increases for the 2021-2022 term of office for the Board of Commissioners to match 
the same percentage increases as approved for the County Clerk, County Treasurer, County Drain 
Commissioner, County Register of Deeds, County Prosecutor and County Sheriff. Ayes – Ken 
DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent 
– Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-463 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to eliminate MERS Defined Contribution Plan 
106416 effective January 1, 2021, and allow the County Administrator and Board Chair to sign any 
necessary documents. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James 
Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-464 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to ratify the grant application for Michigan’s 
Dragon at Hardy Dam to the Conservation Alliance for the amount of $50,000.00, and authorize the 
County Administrator to sign all necessary documents. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles 
Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner James Maike 

• Attended DHD #10 meeting where a motion was carried to purchase a Mobile Health Unit. 
Also, discussed virtual meeting rules moving forward. 

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Charles Trapp 

• Thank you to everyone in our communities working hard to stay safe. 
 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Bryan Kolk 

• The Mobile Health Unit the DHD#10 approved will be paid for by grant funds. This will assist 
those individuals greatly who have difficulty getting to appointments. 
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ADMINISTRATOR REPORT Christopher Wren, County Administrator 
 The following updates were reported by the Administrator: 

• Appreciates everything Holly Moon has done for the County and has enjoyed working with 
her these past five years. 

• The January 4, 2021 BOC Organizational Meeting will be virtual. 
• Following this meeting the BOC will be swearing in virtually with the County Clerk. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  Nick Smith, Parks Director 

• Would like to thank Holly Moon for all she has done for the County and wish her well in 
retirement. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  Jason O’Connell, County Treasurer Elect 

• Would like to thank Holly Moon for her work for the County and her mentorship. 
 
  MISC MOTION NUMBER  20-478 
Motion by Burt Cooper, second by James Maike, to adopt Resolution #12-026-2020 declaring a 
Local State of Emergency, in accordance with Public Act 390. Ayes – Ken DeLaat, Burt Cooper, 
Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent – Brenda Bird. Motion 
carried.   

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Burt Cooper 

• Hope all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Mike Kruithoff 
• Hope all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and that we can go back to in-person 

meetings in January. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Charles Trapp 
• Hope all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and would like to thank everyone for 

all they do. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner James Maike 
• Hope all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. The DHD#10 is partnering with Ferris 

University with storing COVID vaccines. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
• Hope all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and would like to encourage 

supporting our local restaurants as they are struggling. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Bryan Kolk 
• Hope all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and the Health Education and Human 

Services meeting for today has been cancelled. 
 

MOTION – ADJOURNMENT 20-479 
Motion by Mike Kruithoff, second by Burt Cooper, to adjourn the meeting at 10:31 a.m.  Ayes – Ken 
DeLaat, Burt Cooper, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Absent 
– Brenda Bird. Motion carried.   

 
COUNTY CLERK CERTIFICATION  Jason VanderStelt, County Clerk 
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CHAIRPERSON CERTIFICATION Bryan Kolk, Board Chair 
DATE CERTIFIED  January 13, 2021 
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