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Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
November 25, 2020 

 

 
Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
MINUTES November 25, 2020 9:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER,  
PRAYER, & PLEDGE 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Bryan Kolk, at 9:30 a.m., with 
Prayer by Newaygo County Clerk, Jason VanderStelt. 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, Brenda Bird, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk 

 
AGENDA - MOTION NUMBER 20-421 

 Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Brenda Bird, to approve the agenda for November 25, 2020. 
Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan 
Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  None 

 
CONSENT AGENDA MOTION NO. 20-422 
Motion by James Maike, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the Consent Agenda dated November 
25, 2020 including: the regular meeting minutes dated November 10, 2020; the Semi-Monthly Detail 
Analysis and Expenses dated November 18, 2020; the October 2020 Check Register; the October 
2020 Budget Report. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT Finance Committee 
CHAIR Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
 Reported the following actions (see below): 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-401-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to approve a one year contract not to exceed 
$100,380.00 with Spicer Group Inc. for Prime Professional Services for Michigan’s Dragon at Hardy 
Dam, and authorize the Board Chairman to sign any and all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays 
– none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-411-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the 2021 Public Defender Agreement 
for the 78th District Court with Smulders Law Office, John Greer, Rick Prysock and David C. Jaunese 
effective January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021, and authorize the Board Chairman to sign 
any and all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, 
Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-412-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the 2021 Public Defender Agreement 
for the 27th Circuit Court – Criminal Division with John Greer, Rick Prysock and Christine Frisbie 
from January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021, and authorize the Board Chairman to sign any 
and all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike 
Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-419 
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Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to ratify the acceptance of the FY 2021 Snowmobile 
Law Enforcement Program grant award from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in the 
amount of $10,000.00. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Brenda Bird 

• Attended the Ensley Township Meeting – they are handing over the supervisor’s position to 
Pat Hill. The election had some good and poor repercussions.  

• Discussion regarding the County Assessor was tabled until next month. 
• Croton Township is planning a possible marihuana growing facility and they denied the 

agreement with the County Assessor. 
 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Burt Cooper 

• Attended the WMSRDC virtual meeting. Economic development plans for fiber-optic internet 
in the county is still in progress. 

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner James Maike 

• Also attended the WMSRDC virtual meeting. They had a very good update regarding fiber-
optic internet in the county. 

• Also attended the DHD#10 meeting with Commissioner Kolk. COVID numbers in the county 
are high. 

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Ken DeLaat 

• Attended the AAA of West Michigan meeting in which they discussed COVID challenges. 
 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Bryan Kolk 

• Mental Health is working on grant monies for Medically Assisted Treatment in the jail to help 
inmates with addiction. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT Christopher Wren, County Administrator 

 The following updates were reported by the Administrator: 
• The COVID cases have been increasing in the county. Many employees have been affected 

in some way by COVID. 
• Holiday box lunch is going to be on December 18th in the B.O.C room. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  Jason O’Connell, County Treasurer Elect 

• Holly Moon, County Treasurer, is doing well and plans to return the beginning of December. 
 
  MISC MOTION NUMBER  20-423 
Motion by Brenda Bird, second by Mike Kruithoff, to accept the FY 2020 Coronavirus Emergency 
Supplemental Funding (CESF) grant award, and authorize the Board of Commissioners Chair to 
sign any and all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles 
Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Burt Cooper 

• Curious why the Hazardous Waste Clean-Up in October was cancelled. Commissioner Kolk and 
Administrator Wren discussed the reason for the cancellation and how COVID affected the 
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event. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Bryan Kolk 
• In preparation for the Organizational Meeting on January 4th plans to discuss policies and 

procedures for virtual meetings. Happy Birthday to Commissioner Cooper. 
 

CLOSED SESSION MOTION NO. 20-424 
Motion by Brenda Bird, second by Burt Cooper, to go into closed session at 9:58 a.m. to discuss 
attorney client information on a liability settlement.  Roll Call Vote:  Ken DeLaat – aye, James Maike – 
aye, Burt Cooper – aye, Charles Trapp – aye, Mike Kruithoff - aye, Brenda Bird – aye, Bryan Kolk – 
aye.   Motion carried.   

 

OPEN SESSION MOTION NO. 20-425 
Motion by Mike Kruithoff, second by Burt Cooper, to return to open session at 10:14 a.m.  Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Motion carried.   

 

MOTION  20-426 
Motion by Brenda Bird, second by Mike Kruithoff, to approve the November 10, 2020 Closed Session 
Minutes.  Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, 
Bryan Kolk. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 

MOTION  20-427 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Ken DeLaat, to accept the recommendation of the County 
Administrator, insurance carrier, and attorney for the settlement of the Stout Lawsuit.  Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Motion carried.   

 

MOTION – ADJOURNMENT 20-428 
Motion by Mike Kruithoff, second by Brenda Bird, to adjourn the meeting at 10:18 a.m.  Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Brenda Bird, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Nays – 
none. Motion carried.   

 
COUNTY CLERK CERTIFICATION  Jason VanderStelt, County Clerk 
CHAIRPERSON CERTIFICATION Bryan Kolk, Board Chair 
DATE CERTIFIED   December 9, 2020 
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