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Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
November 10, 2020 

 

 
Newaygo County Board of Commissioners 
MINUTES November 10, 2020 9:30 A.M. 

CALL TO ORDER,  
PRAYER, & PLEDGE 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Bryan Kolk, at 9:30 a.m., with 
Prayer by Newaygo County Clerk, Jason VanderStelt, and Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag led by Commissioner Burt Cooper. 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PRESENT Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, Mike Kruithoff,  Brenda Bird, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT Mike Kruithoff,  Brenda Bird 
 

AGENDA - MOTION NUMBER 20-403 
 Motion by Charles Trapp, second by James Maike, to approve the agenda for November 10, 2020. 
Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, 
Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  None 

 
CONSENT AGENDA MOTION NO. 20-404 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the Consent Agenda dated November 
10, 2020 including: the regular meeting minutes dated October 28, 2020; the Semi-Monthly Detail 
Analysis and Expenses dated November 4, 2020. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, 
James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING BROWNFIELD 
PLAN AMENDMENT  Public Hearing 9:40 am. Closed at 9:45 

  MOTION NUMBER 20-405 
Motion by James Maike, second by Charles Trapp, to approve Resolution #11-022-2020 to amend 
the County of Newaygo’s Brownfield Plan. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James 
Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT Finance Committee 
CHAIR Commissioner Ken DeLaat 
 Reported the following actions (see below): 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-388-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to approve the 2021 Blue Cross Blue Shield 
renewal for Medicare eligible (post-65) retirees and make no plan changes to medical, prescription, 
dental and vision coverage. Any health care premiums owed by the retiree will change with the 
applicable renewal rates. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan 
Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-389-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Charles Trapp, to approve the following for Newaygo County’s 
2021 health insurance plan year: 

• Approve the Blue Cross Blue Shield renewal and make no changes to the health insurance, 
dental and vision plans for eligible employees; and 
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• Bi-weekly payroll deductions for full-time employees enrolled in Plan 1 will remain the same 
at $21.27 single, $50.00 double, $61.65 family. There will continue to be no payroll deduction 
for Plan 2; and 

• Contribute $500 single/$1000 double & family towards employees’ flex accounts under Plan 
1. Contribute $750 single/$1,500 double & family towards employees’ HSA accounts under 
Plan 2. Contributions will be prorated based on health insurance eligibility; and  

• Pre-65 retirees will be offered the same health plans as active employees. Any health care 
premiums owed by the retiree will change with the applicable renewal rates. 

 Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, 
Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   
 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-390-1 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to approve the migration of Flexible Spending 
Accounts, Health Savings Accounts and COBRA administration to Flex Administrators, Inc., 
effective January 1, 2021. The County Administrator will sign all necessary documents. Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike 
Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-395 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by James Maike, to renew Newaygo County’s annual membership 
dues to National Association of Counties (NACo) in the amount of $969.00; money to come from 
account number 101-101-957 (General Fund – Board of Commissioners – Subscription & Dues). 
Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, 
Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-396 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to accept the FY 2020 Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
Program grant award from the Department of Justice in the amount of $2,625.00. Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike 
Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
  MOTION NUMBER  20-397 
Motion by Ken DeLaat, second by Burt Cooper, to accept Fremont Area Community Foundation 
Grant #36484 AMX for a total award of $22,750.00 for the Commission on Aging’s White Pine Adult 
Day Group Program for FY 2021, and authorize the Chairman of the Board and the Commission on 
Aging Director to sign any and all of the necessary documents. Ayes – Burt Cooper, Ken DeLaat, 
Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff. Nays – none. Motion 
carried.   

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Burt Cooper 

• The Central Dispatch Board meeting is cancelled for today. 
 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner James Maike 

• Attended the Northern Michigan County Association meeting online and have been appointed 
to be their Treasurer. 

• COVID-19 numbers are on the rise and many events are being cancelled due to COVID 
concerns. 

 

MISC. COMMITTEE REPORT Commissioner Bryan Kolk 
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• Attended the City of Fremont meeting virtually. They have many expansions going on in the 
County from their sewer system to a Harrington Inn expansion, just to name a few. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT Christopher Wren, County Administrator 

 The following updates were reported by the Administrator: 
• COVID numbers are on the rise and have been effecting employees of the County. 
• Reduced COA services due to the COVID increases.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  Stewart Sanders, Register of Deeds 

• The Final Plat for the Brownfield Expansion on M-82 should be completed by April or May of 
2021. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Burt Cooper 

• Public Safety and Judicial meeting following the BOC Meeting. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS   Commissioner Bryan Kolk 
• Excited to see the effort made in the County to make more affordable homes. 

 
CLOSED SESSION MOTION NO. 20-406 
Motion by Charles Trapp, second by Burt Cooper, to go into closed session at 10:15 to discuss attorney 
client information on a liability settlement.  Roll Call Vote:  Ken DeLaat – aye, James Maike – aye, Burt 
Cooper – aye, Charles Trapp – aye, Bryan Kolk – aye. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff.   Motion 
carried.   

 
OPEN SESSION MOTION NO. 20-407 
Motion by James Maike, second by Ken DeLaat, to return to open session at 10:50 a.m.  Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff. 
Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 

MOTION – ADJOURNMENT 20-408 
Motion by Mike Kruithoff, second by Burt Cooper, to adjourn the meeting at 10:51 a.m.  Ayes – Burt 
Cooper, Ken DeLaat, Charles Trapp, James Maike, Bryan Kolk. Absent – Brenda Bird, Mike Kruithoff. 
Nays – none. Motion carried.   

 
COUNTY CLERK CERTIFICATION  Jason VanderStelt, County Clerk 
CHAIRPERSON CERTIFICATION Bryan Kolk, Board Chair 
DATE CERTIFIED   November 25, 2020 
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